The Deer Park ISD school year begins August 20, and for
our back-to-school reminder this year, we want to express
our sincere thanks to the men and women of the Deer Park
Police Department who serve as crossing guards.

a school zone.”

According to DPPD Sgt. Ian Sawtell, the department employs 21 crossing guards who work together to cover 18
intersections around the city of Deer Park. As part of the
Police Department, these dedicated individuals carry the
full authority to stop traffic and safely assist students in
crossing roadways safely.

Additionally, citizens are encouraged to take extra
steps to acknowledge crossing guards when approaching an intersection.

As a reminder, motorists who disregard a school crossing
guard are subject to receiving a citation of up to $250.
“Our crossing guards work before and after school helping
hundreds of students - who are either on bicycles or on
foot - cross intersections safely,” Sawtell said. “I am very
proud to say that, at the intersections where we have
crossing guards posted, we have been able to prevent lifethreatening injuries to DPISD students.
“These crossing guards play a vital role in keeping our students safe, and we want to encourage all Deer Park drivers
to be mindful of them and the important service they provide as we enter the 2018-19 school year.”
Sawtell said there are several ways drivers can help make
the intersections near school zones safer for everyone.
“First and foremost – especially since there is a state-wide
ban on the use of mobile devices in school zones – I would
remind all drivers to eliminate distractions and focus on
what’s in front of them,” he said. “Even if you’re obeying
the speed limits within a school zone, it only takes a moment for a child to walk out in front of your vehicle.
“If there’s ever a time to be alert, it’s when you’re driving in

Drivers are also reminded that citations issued in a
school zone during school zone hours get a $25 penalty attached to the normal fine amount.

“When you pull up to an intersection, you’re always
welcome to stop a few feet farther back and
acknowledge the crossing guard – even with something as simple as a hand gesture – to signal your
compliance,” Sawtell said. “Our crossing guards will
not let kids cross until all vehicles are stopped and
there is a safe path.”
Sawtell said some of the department’s crossing
guards are assigned to the same campus intersections
for years, allowing them to develop familiarity with
the students coming and going from school.
“I would say the most rewarding job of being a crossing guard is the fact that they build relationships with
the students,” he said. “Many will be at a campus for
long enough to watch the kids grow up, learn their
names and become part of their daily lives.”
Check out the graphic on page 2 for information from
safekids.org on the many dangers in school zones,
and please stay vigilant as the 2018-19 school year
begins.
The crossing guard program represents a partnership
between DPPD and DPISD.
See graphic on page 2 for more school zone info!

Call 281-478-7208 for information on any of the items below, or visit the Department’s Facebook!

Come see the
latest installment
of the Deer Park
Public Library’s
Featured
Friday series!
Presented by Dr.
Cynthia Davis with
the San Jacinto
College English
Department, this
event will be held on
Friday, August 17 at
11AM in the Library
meeting room.

Deer Park Masonic Lodge #1362
hosts special ceremony

On August 7, a special City Hall Cornerstone Dedication Ceremony was hosted
by members of the Deer Park Masonic
Lodge #1362. According to Masonic tradition, the stone presented at the ceremony symbolized spiritual support for
the structure as a whole, as well as
truth, justice and integrity. During the
ritual, the stone was blessed with the
pouring of corn, wine and oil, symbolizing health, abundance and joy. The Masonic cornerstone ceremony initially appeared in the mid-1700s and has
evolved throughout American history. A
cornerstone dedication ritual is one of
the only Masonic rituals, other than a
Masonic funeral, that the public has the
opportunity to see conducted.

Call 281-478-7208 for information on any of the items below, or visit the Department’s Facebook!

